ORDINANCE NO. 2021-O-04
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MANVEL, TEXAS, AMENDING
CHAPTER 8. ANIMALS, BY ADOPTING NEW PROVISIONS
GOVERNING CHAINING AND TETHERING OF DOGS, ANIMALS
RUNNING AT LARGE, AND ANIMAL WASTE REMOVAL;
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION
OF THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS
OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT OR IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
________________________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, the Manvel Police Department oversees animal control and enforces
violations of the City Code concerning animals; and
WHEREAS, the City of Manvel presently has a need to address chaining and tethering
of dogs, animals running at large, and removal of animal waste; and
WHEREAS, the City Council deems it in the best interest of the City of Manvel to adopt
new provisions governing chaining and tethering of dogs, animals running at large, and removal
of animal waste; now, therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MANVEL,
TEXAS:
Section 1.

Chapter 8. Animals of The Code of Ordinances of the City of Manvel is

hereby amended to read and provide as follows:
“CHAPTER 8. ANIMALS
Sec. 8-1. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Adequate Shelter means a clean and sturdy structure:
(1) That allows the dog protection from rain, hail, sleet, snow, and subfreezing
temperatures; and

(2) With dimensions that allow the dog while in the shelter to stand erect, sit, turn
around, and lie down in a normal position.
Animal means any living creature, including but not limited to, mammals, reptiles, fish,
fowl, and birds, but excluding human beings.
Animal holding facility means any facility used by the city to house or keep animals. This
facility may be either a public or private facility.
Collar means a band of constructed nylon, leather, or similar material, specifically designed
to be placed around the neck of a dog.
Dangerous animal means any nonhuman primate, skunk, raccoon, jaguar, leopard, lynx,
tiger, lion, ocelot, bobcat, cheetah, mountain lion, wildcat, panther, bear, wolf, coyote, fox,
poisonous reptile, or any wild animal capable of or inclined to do serious bodily harm to humans
or other animals, or any hybrid of a dangerous animal.
Electronic Training Collars means a collar used chiefly on a dog that typically delivers a
mild shock or sometimes a vibration or sound upon receiving a signal from a remote transmitter
and is used specifically to train a dog to respond to commands, stop unwanted behaviors.
Fence means to enclose with a fence.
Fighting animal means any dog, rooster, or other animal that has been trained, used,
exhibited, purchased, sold, or kept for the purpose of fighting with another animal.
Harness means a set of straps constructed of nylon, leather, or similar material, specifically
designed to restrain or control a dog.
[Leash means a tether, length of rope, lead or other material used control an animal so that
the animal may not roam at will, or run at large.]
Livestock means cattle, horses, mules, donkeys, goats, sheep, and swine.
Menacing conduct means growling, snarling, snapping, charging, or any other threat display
employed by the species of animal, or any other conduct that would lead a reasonable person to
be apprehensive that an attack by the animal is imminent.
Neglect an animal means to fail to provide appropriate food, water, shelter, and veterinary
care for the animal.
Own means to possess, harbor, keep, give food, water, or shelter, or own any animal, or to
permit an animal to remain on premises subject to that person's ownership, custody, possession,
or control.
Owner means any person who owns, or who has custody or control of a dog as defined
herein, an animal.
Properly Fitted means, with respect to al collar or harness. A collar or harness that;
(1) Is appropriately sized for the dog based on the dog’s measurements and weight;
(2) Does not choke the dog or impede the dog’s normal breathing or swallowing; and
(3) Is attached around the dog in a manner that does not allow for escape and does not
cause pain or injury to the dog.
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Restraint means a tether, length of rope, chain, leash, cable, lead or other material used to
control an animal so that the animal may not roam at will, or run at large.
Running at large means the going upon public or private property, other than the property
of the owner of the animal, by an animal without the owner or person in charge thereof having
direct, clearly effective, physical control over the animal.
(a) Not completely confined by a building, wall, fence or other enclosure of sufficient
strength, or construction to restrain the animal confined thereby, to the premises of the owner.
An electronic or invisible fence shall not be considered a fence or other enclosure of sufficient
strength or construction to restrain the animal confined thereby in compliance with this section.
(b) Not completely restrained by a leash or tether sufficiently strong to prevent the
animal from escaping and which restricts the animal to the owner's premises in such a manner
that it shall not have access to within ten feet of any sidewalk or entry to the home or any mail
box at the home.
Spay means surgery performed on female animals in which the ovaries and uterus are
removed, preventing an animal from having estrus (heat) cycles and eliminating the ability to
become pregnant.
Stray animal means an animal running at large, not on a leash, the owner of which is
unknown to the person enforcing this chapter concerning said animal.
Unaltered dog or cat means a dog or cat that has not been spayed or neutered.
Unreasonable noise means and shall include continued barking for long periods of time, or
repeated barking, but the term "unreasonable noise" is not restricted to barking.
Veterinarian means any person who is duly licensed to practice as a doctor of veterinary
medicine by the licensing authority of any one or more of the 50 United States or the District of
Columbia, provided that such person is acting within the course and scope of his license and
practicing in a state or district in which such license is recognized for the practice of veterinary
medicine.
Vicious animal means a member of any species of animal or any individual animal that has a
dangerous disposition likely to be harmful to humans or other animals. The term vicious animal
shall include but is not limited to any animal that molests, threatens, attacks, or bites any person,
vehicle, or other animal.
Sec. 8-2. - Findings of fact.
The city council finds that the keeping, harboring, or possession of any animal in violation
of this chapter constitutes a nuisance that endangers the people of the city and their property,
disturbs the peace, impairs the use and enjoyment of public and private property, and impairs the
value and marketability of public and private property.
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Sec. 8-3. - Nuisance animals.
The keeping, harboring, or possession of any of the following animals is hereby found and
declared to be a nuisance:
(1)

Any animal that molests, threatens, attacks, or bites any person, vehicle, or other
animal, without deliberate provocation;

(2)

Any animal that damages private or public property that does not belong to the owner
of the animal;

(3)

Any animal that makes unreasonable noise or noise that would be offensive to a
reasonable person, that can be heard in a public place or on private property not owned,
possessed, or controlled by the owner of the animal;

(4)

Any vicious animal;

(5)

Any dangerous animal;

(6)

Any livestock running at large;

(7)

Any dog or cat over six months old running at large that is not wearing a current, valid
rabies vaccination tag;

(8)

Any abandoned animal;

(9)

Any stray animal;

(10)
(11)

Any fighting animal;
Any animal that is kept in such a way as to produce a foul odor that would be
offensive to a reasonable person and that can be smelled on public property or on
private property not owned, possessed, or controlled by the owner of the animal;

(12)

Any neglected animal;

(13)

Any animal treated by its owner in a manner that includes the elements of the offense
of cruelty to animals;

(14)

Any animal that is in violation of this chapter or that is kept, harbored, or possessed
in violation of this chapter;

[ (15)
(16)

Any animal running at large; and

Any animal roaming free and not enclosed by a fence or on a leash, tether, lead, or
rope to control the animal's ability to roam.]

Sec. 8-4. - Additional animal nuisances.
The following are also found and declared to be nuisances:
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(1)

The neglect of an animal by its owner;

(2)

Cruelty to an animal;

(3)

The abandonment of an animal by its owner;

(4)

The release of any confined animal without the consent of its owner; and

(5)

Any violation of this chapter.

Sec. 8-5. - Prohibition of nuisances.
(a)
(b)
(c)

No person shall commit a nuisance as declared in this chapter.
No person shall permit any animal owned by that person to be a nuisance as declared in
this chapter.
No person shall own any animal that is a nuisance as declared in this chapter.

....
Sec. 8-11. - Penalty.
Any person who violates this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more than [$200.00]
$500.00 plus any cost; provided however that for any violation governing public health and
sanitation, the fine may not exceed $2,000.00. [, as provided by law for each violation of this
chapter.] Each day or any part thereof that said violation occurs or continues shall constitute a
separate offense.
....
Sec. 8-13. – Chaining and Tethering Prohibitions.
Staking, Tying or Tethering
(a)
An owner may not leave a dog outside and unattended by use of a restraint unless the
owner provides the dog access to:
1. adequate shelter;
2. an area that allows the dos to avoid standing water;
3. shade from direct sunlight; and
4. potable water.
(b)

An owner may not restrain a dog outside and unattended by use of a restraint that;
1.

is a chain;
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2.

has weights attached;

3.

is shorter in length than the greater of:
a.

five times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of the dog’s
nose to the base of the dog’s tail, or;
b.

10 feet;

4.

is not attached to a properly fitted volar or harness; or

5.

causes pain or injury to the dog.

(c)
A person commits an offense if the person knowingly violates this section. The restraint
of each dog that is in violation is a separate offense.
Sec 8-14 – Exceptions
(a) It is an exception to the application to this section that:
1. The owner uses a restraint on the dog in a public camping or recreational area in
compliance with the requirements of the public camping or recreational area as
defined by a federal, state, or local authority or jurisdiction;
2. The owner uses a restraint on the dog while the owner and dog engage in, or actively
train for an activity conducted under a valid license issued by the state provided the
activity is associated with the use or presence of a dog;
3. The owner uses a restraint on the dog while the owner and dog engage in conduct
directly related to the business of shepherding or herding cattle or livestock;
4. The owner uses a restraint on the dog while the owner and dog engage in conduct
directly related to the business of cultivating agricultural products;
5. The owner leaves the dog unattended in an open-air truck bed only for the time
necessary for the owner to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be left
unattended in the truck bed.
6. The owner uses a restraint on the dog while the owner and dog are engaged in, or
actively training for, hunting or field trialing.
(b) Section 8-13 does not apply to a restraint attached to a trolley system that allows a dog to
move along a running line for a distance equal to or greater that the lengths specified under that
subdivision.
(c) This subchapter does not prohibit a person from walking a dog with a handheld leash.

Sec. 8-15.-- Running at Large Prohibited
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(a)
An owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal does not run at large in violation of
this chapter.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person owning, keeping or having any animal in their
possession or control to allow it to run at large.
(c)

The provisions of this section shall not apply if:
(1)

The animal is under physical restraint by the owner;

(2)
The animal is participating in obedience training or competition, dog shows, field
trails or performing acts such as herding under the control and supervision of an owner.
(3)
The animal has an electronic training collar affixed to the body. Electronic
training collars are an acceptable means of meeting the aforementioned Code requirement in city
parks and designated dog parks, if the animal is at all times responsive to the owner’s command;
however, such training collars are unacceptable in city parks when organized activities or
sporting events are underway.
(d)
Each time an animal runs at large in violation of this section shall be a violation. Each
violation shall be considered a separate punishable offense
Sec. 8-16. - Animal waste removal.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to immediately remove and dispose of, in a
sanitary manner, feces left by a dog being handled by that person on property, public or
private, other than the premises of the owner or handler of such dog.
(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person to walk a dog on public property or the private
property of someone other than the owner or handler of such dog without having in their
possession a container or other instrument suitable for the removal and disposal of the dog's
feces in a sanitary manner.
(c)
This section shall not, however apply to handicapped persons using guide dogs or to
peace officers while using animals in the discharge of emergency law enforcement activities.”
Section 2.

Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict

herewith, are, to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict, hereby repealed.
Section 3.

Severability. In the event any clause, phrase, provision, sentence, or part

of this Ordinance or the application of the same to any person or circumstance shall for any
reason be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall
not affect, impair, or invalidate this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other
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than the part declared to be invalid or unconstitutional; and the City Council of the City of
Manvel, Texas, declares that it would have passed each and every part of the same
notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus declared to be invalid or unconstitutional,
whether there be one or more parts.
Section 4.

Any person who shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with

criminal negligence violate any provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount not to exceed $500.00; provided
however that for any violation governing public health and sanitation, the fine may not exceed
$2,000.00. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading this _____ day of _________________,
2021.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED on second and final reading this _____ day of
_________________, 2021.

Debra Davison, Mayor
Attest:
Tammy Bell, City Secretary
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
___________________________________
Robert Gervais, City Attorney
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Hello All!
Here is my bio:
When I was born, my parents owned an apple orchard in Rockford Illinois. I grew up helping my parents
care for the apple trees and a one acre vegetable garden behind the house, it was a magical place. My
father worked for an airline in the days of deregulation and we moved around a lot. Chicago to Denver to
Kansas City to Houston. My 12 years of public schooling were spent in 9 different schools in 4 different
states.
Around 1990 I got a job working for Teas Nursery selling plants and quickly moved to their landscaping
department. We landscaped some of the most amazing homes in Houston.
I went to work for the Houston Parks Department in 1995. Houston’s economy had cratered in the 80’s
and was now on the rebound. During the recession in Houston, the Parks Department shrunk to almost
zero and all public spaces significantly deteriorated. My job was to bring back parks and the greenspace
around public buildings. My crew and I relandscaped Sam Houston Park, Houston’s City Hall and City Hall
Annex, Tranquility Park, Buffalo Bayou, Hermann Park, and an armload of other places. Those were good
years.
Around 2006, Mayor Bill White wanted the parks Department to maintain all greenspace for all city
departments. I performed a horticultural survey of all Health Department Buildings and all public Library
buildings. I created and implemented a plan to restore the landscaping around all of them. I was in the
process of landscaping 14 public libraries simultaneously, when I had the opportunity to help build
Discovery Green.
I Joined Discovery during construction and worked closely with some truly amazing designers and
construction professionals. After the park opened I became both the Park Manager and the
Horticulturalist. Discovery Green has been called ‘The Best Park in America’ by the National Geographic
Society and Landscape Architecture magazine, amongst others. It has truly been an amazing place to work.
For many years I also worked concurrently as a horticultural consultant to the George R. Brown Convention
Center and the Houston First Corporation.
In 2010, due to my experience working on Buffalo Bayou, I played a small roll in designing Buffalo Bayou
Park. One contribution that I made is that I gave the name ‘Lost Lake’ to their nature center.
In addition I am on the Parks Board for the Brazoria County Parks Department and on the Advisory Board
for Keep Pearland Beautiful.
I look forward to reading everyone’s bios, and think we can do great things in Croix Park!
Brian.

Greetings,
I was born and raised in South Houston TX and from an early age felt a responsibility to take care of our
environment. To that end I earned a degree in Forestry emphasizing Wildlife Management from the School
of Forestry at Stephen F. Austin State University. My goals included management of habitats for the
provision of its inhabitants and so hired on with the U.S. Forest Service as a Wildlife Biologist. My
assignments included the mountains of northern California on the Shasta Trinity NF focusing on Northern
Spotted Owl protection and recovery while maintaining timber production and grazing allotments and east
Texas on the Sabine NF where the focus was on red-cockaded woodpecker protection and recovery while
maintaining timber production and mineral leasing. I was dedicated to balancing the needs of the rural
community with the needs of the wild communities on Federal lands.
My father passed in 1993 and I left the USFS to return to Houston and (temporarily !) help run the family
trucking business. I always live in as remote a place as I can and at the time, Manvel, TX was that
place. 26 years later I am still here and have watched many changes to that once-remote place. Change is
inevitable. It is my belief that embracing change provides an opportunity for determined and committed
people to guide it so that our natural places are appropriately valued. The Croix Park Initiative is just such
an opportunity. We can showcase the native beauty of our area via the Croix Botanical Garden space,
provide recreational space for the growing community with all-access playspaces and soccer fields and of
course, the natural ecosystems of the Mustang Bayou bottom lands that we are so lucky to have bordering
the park. All this while meeting the Living Legacy wishes of the very generous Croix family.
As a resident of Manvel I hope to see ALL communities thrive and am honored and thankful to be included
with the stellar members of this task force.

Ellen Naegeli

Hello! My name is Jordan Liston.
I've lived in the area for my entire life & in Manvel specifically since 2015. I am 29 years old, Married to my
favorite person on the earth, and we have a 5 month old so. I graduated from Baylor University with a
degree in Graphic Design/Marketing. I do freelance work in that field & am also the Creative
Communications Director at NHC & the Online Campus Pastor for our Online Services.
I love birds/pants & always have. I believe our area has a unique beauty with it's coastal & inland
plants/animals all thriving together. This area is incredibly biodiverse. TX has the highest species count for
Birds in our whole country & our city is right in the middle of the central flyway meaning we are an
excellent spot for this type of work. I've grown up fishing, kayaking, and birdwatching all through our area
and I really do think we have something special. I build birdhouses specifically sized for birds in our area. I
built over 75 last year & many of those I placed in the woods near the Church, along chocolate bayou at my
in-laws, in the woods on my parents land, & on my land in Leedy Estates. I garden & grow vegetables each
year & we have 10+ citrus trees that we maintain. I also photograph birds in our area & have attached
some of my photos all taken in Manvel, TX.
I am a believer that the Lord has blessed us with an area rich in plant and animal life. I try my best to take
care & encourage plant & animal life on the piece we live on & I would like to share this passion with our
city park.
Thank you
-Jordan

I'm always thrown when someone asks me "how long have you been birding", because I really
don't have an answer. It just seems like always. I know when I became totally hooked was my
first trip to High Island during spring migration. Seeing large numbers of warblers, a species I
wasn't even familiar with, well, it just clicked, I was officially a birder. Before that trip
though, my husband had a place in Utopia Texas, and I was already noticing new birds for
me, Vermillion Flycatchers, Kingbirds, Painted Buntings, Black-Chinned hummingbirds
swarming like bees, etc.
Then on a trip to Costa Rica, I also learned how important plants are to everything, from the
tiniest insect to mammals.
I was asked to take over the Birdathon at the Houston Audubon Society which I did for 3 or 4
years. I was so excited to support such a wonderful group and had fun doing it. Plus I met so
many new people which resulted in a lot of friendships. (i.e. Glen Olson).
I love it that my friends know to leave me alone during spring migration, I am booked!! But the
best part is when someone comes up to me now and says "I saw this bird with a little tuft on his
head, what is it?" Well of course it is a Tufted Titmouse. And then they ask "How did you
know", and I reply "you just described it to me". I used to be that person, so now I can "pay it
forward".
It is truly a privilege to be included in this project. I can feel the excitement in everyone in the
group. I know this is going to be so rewarding when it is done, and to also use it as a teaching
tool for our youth is so important to me. We need to get more people, old and young, involved
in preserving our environment, and this is a great starting point for our area.
I've learned all you have to do is raise awareness, and all of a sudden people see things they've
never noticed before. And what better place to start than a beautiful park!!

Leslie Reed Calvert
Tired and Retired

Investment Report FY 2021- Ql
As of December 31, 2020

The City of Manvel has funds in four institutions. One bank account (First State Bank) and three
investment funds (Logic, TexPool, and TexSTAR). TexSTAR has four separate accounts (Debt, Enterprise,
General, and 2019 CO Bond) which are linked to previous bond issues in order to track the amounts
spent and remaining. The bank account offers no interest, so the City maintains minimal funds there for
daily operations such as vendor payments and payroll disbursements.

The investments reported during this quarter comply with the City' s investment policy as well as state
codes. The primary goal for any investment officer is to maintain the safety of the principal invested by
the entity. The goal of maximum interest yield is secondary. The City uses the average interest rate for a
91-day treasury bill throughout the quarter as a benchmark to measure the return on investments from
the pools and financial institutions.

Diversifying funds is another goal for investment officers, but can really be considered an extension of
the primary goal to protect the funds invested by the City. The City's funds are currently allocated safely
among the options listed. Riskier options that may provide more interest are available, but the City does
not have the need to risk principal invested for the chance of returning a larger yield. The majority of the
principal invested is located in the Logic account which has maintained the highest interest rate among
the funds. Otherwise, the invested capital is spread fairly evenly. Other investment pool options may be
explored for further diversity.

In Ql of 2021, the average interest rate for 91-day treasury bills again declined from 0.1132% to
0.0930%. Not a steep decline, but another quarter passed with interest rates dropping. The interest
rates for the City declined as well, but mostly stayed above the benchmark with Logic offering the best
return during the quarter.

The overall total for cash investments increased in Ql of 2021. Property tax payments are usually strong
in Ql and even with spending money for a bridge construction project, the overall total increased.

All investment institutions used by the City are rated AAA by Standard & Poor' s. Should those ratings
fall, the City may decide to use alternative sources for investment and diversity.

ACCOUNT NAME

Operating Account
General Fund

INSTITUTION

FY 21-Ql
As of 12-31-20

FY 21-Q2
As of 3-31-21

FY 21-Q3
As of 6-30-21

FY 21-Q4
As of 9-30-21

Prev Qtr
Change

Investment
Avg Rate

First State Bank

$3,597,826.53

$1,861,407.81

0.0000%

Logic

$12,025,690.15

$1,214,374.13

0.1664%

General

TexPool

$440,110.89

$128.39

0.1158%

2019 CO Bond Account

TexSTAR

$297,276.44

$69.17

0.0923%

Debt Account

TexSTAR

$3,669,463.88

$853.73

0.0923%

Enterprise Account

TexSTAR

$3,590,021.00

$1,442,382.02

0.0936%

General Funds Account

TexSTAR

$4,156,770.15

$967.12

0.0923%

$27,777,159.04

$1,635,418.33

Total Cash Investments

91 Day T-Bill Rate

0.0930%

• First State Bank

Logic

• TexPool
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Brenda Derouen, Investment Officer

TexSTAR
• TexSTAR

• TexSTAR
• TexSTAR

1% 2%

The investment porfolio of the City of Manvel is in compliance with the investment
strategies expressed in the City's investment policy and relevent provisions
of Chapter 2256 of the Local Government Code.
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Christopher Thomas, Investment Officer
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